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Purpose of this Student Book

This ASHI Bloodborne Pathogens 8.0 Student Book is solely intended to facilitate certification in an ASHI Bloodborne Pathogens train-
ing class. The information in this handbook is furnished for that purpose and is subject to change without notice.

ASHI certification may only be issued when an ASHI-authorized Instructor verifies a student has successfully completed the required
core knowledge objectives of the program.

Notice of Rights

No part of this ASHI Bloodborne Pathogens Version 8.0 Student Book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without written
permission from the American Safety & Health Institute.

Trademarks
The ASHI logo is a registered trademark of the American Safety & Health Institute (ASHI).

Disclaimer

HSI has used reasonable effort to provide up-to-date, accurate information that conforms to generally accepted treatment recommen-
dations at the time of publication. These recommendations supersede recommendations made in previous ASHI programs. Science
and technology are constantly creating new knowledge and practice. Like any printed material, this publication may become out of
date over time. Guidelines for safety and treatment recommendations cannot be given that will apply in all cases/scenarios as the cir-
cumstances of each incident often vary widely. Signs and symptoms may be incomplete and can vary from person to person. Do not
use the information in this program as a substitute for professional evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment from an appropriately qualified
physician or other licensed healthcare provider. Local or organizational physician-directed practice protocols may supersede treatment
recommendations in this program. Alert emergency medical services (EMS) or activate your emergency action plan immediately if you
are not sure an emergency exists or when any person is unresponsive, badly hurt, looks or acts very ill, or quickly gets worse.
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OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard

Some employees face significant health risk as a result of exposure to blood or other potentially infectious materials
(OPIM).

In 1991, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard, 29
CFR 1910.1030, which applies to all employees who can reasonably come in contact with human blood and OPIM in the
course of their job activities.

The purpose of the standard is to protect employees by minimizing or eliminating exposure to disease-carrying microor-
ganisms, or pathogens that can be found in human blood and other body fluids.

Every year, all employees with the potential of occupation-
al exposure must receive training on bloodborne patho-
gens and exposure control methods.

Your understanding of important concepts such as engi-
neering and work practice controls, personal protective
equipment, exposure follow up, and housekeeping pro-
cedures can help reduce or eliminate your risk of being
exposed to potentially infectious materials in your work-
place.
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The Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act

An estimated 385,000 needlestick injuries occur annually in hospital settings. Nurses are the most frequently injured, but laboratory
staff, physicians, housekeepers, and other healthcare workers are also injured.

In response to concern over these exposures, Congress passed the Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act, directing OSHA to revise
the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard. This revision became effective in April 2001.

The revised standard states that “safer medical devices, such as sharps with engineered sharps injury protections and needleless
systems, must be used where feasible.” Safer needles have built-in safety control devices, such as those that use a self-sheathing
needle, to help prevent injuries before, during, and after use through safer design features.

Since the act was implemented, there has been a 31.6% decrease in sharps injuries in non-surgical settings. For more information,
OSHA has developed an excellent website dedicated to safety and prevention of needlesticks and sharps injuries. See the Hospital
eTool (HealthCare Wide Hazards Module) at http://www.osha.gov.

Knowledge Check
What is the purpose of the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard?

The Bloodborne Pathogens Standard, 29 CFR 1910.1030
is accessible through the OSHA website at www.osha.gov.

Who to Talk to About BBP in Your Organization

Notes:
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